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Dear SPIN Members and Friends,

History inspires us more with each passing year. We find ourselves thinking about history and the 

founders of SPIN a lot through this pandemic. How they persevered through disappointments 

while energized by their vision of a better life for their children. They stayed united, kept working 

toward their goal; they never quit. Because of their perseverance, we are here today.

Now it is our turn to persevere. We have our own challenges to overcome. Sometimes it feels as 

if there are unimaginable odds against us. Our founders’ vision sustains us through this time; a 

better life, a life of possibilities for children and adults – this is an energizing force. 

Just as none of this would be possible without those families in 1970, so too would none of it be 

possible in 2020-2021 without our direct service employees. Assuring every person is healthy, 

safe, and engaged during a pandemic is heroes’ work. We extend our deepest gratitude to 

the SPIN heroes who provide People First services every day, no matter what. This team includes 

Direct Support Professionals, Teachers, Teacher Assistants, Nurses, Employment Specialists, 

Behavior Health Technicians, Therapists, Program Specialists, Behavior Specialists, Job Coaches, 

and Therapeutic Recreation Specialists. Each position brings its own special qualities and gifts to 

the lives of the thousands of people SPIN supports. 

This Annual Report is dedicated to these heroes. Through almost 2 years of a pandemic, they 

have given their all so that SPIN continues to deliver on the mission our founders fought so hard 

for. Because of their perseverance, SPIN is here now and has a bright future – we are resourceful, 

resilient, and renewing. We are #SPINStrong!

	 Be Well,

	 Kathleen McHale 	 Judy Dotzman 

	 President & CEO 	 Executive Director
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A Tribute to Joanne C. Leonard  
Keeper of the Mission 

Sometimes you meet a person who touches you so deeply that your life is changed forever. 

Joanne lived, loved, and taught us all along the way. In May 2021, Joanne quietly passed 

away but not without loudly leaving a legacy that helped to create SPIN as the organization 

it is today. From day one, she was the Queen of Hope and Possibilities. Although parents of 

that era would think that being a parent of a child with Down’s Syndrome only presented 

obstacles, Joanne was a believer in something better for her son, Danny. Beginning as a 

volunteer and later employed as SPIN’s Bookkeeper, Joanne was the first point of contact for 

families after their child was born with a disability. With her caring and witty embrace, she 

inspired parents to believe in all that was possible. 

Joanne trusted us enough to have Danny come to live in a SPIN home for much of his adult 

life until his passing. As a Board Director and then Trustee, it was always Joanne who made 

sure everything we did advanced SPIN’s mission. Once she gave her blessing, she would 

support our plans with all her might. She always made sure to tell us “we did good.” We carry 

on SPIN’s good work in her honor and memory. Joanne’s words of wisdom and action are in 

our hearts, minds, and souls forever. 

Strong foundation of love



Relationships through 
Community Connections

Over the past year, SPIN Community Participation Supports (CPS) has served over 150 people 

in virtual services in Philadelphia and the Lehigh Valley. Virtual activities such as music, art, 

games, and educational classes encourage socialization, connection, and engagement.  

We also reopened in-person services in June and reconnected with our community  

through volunteering. 

In Philadelphia, we have volunteered with the Jewish Relief Agency. We pack boxes filled with 

necessities for the elderly and deliver them to their homes. We also virtually created greeting 

cards to bring joy to those who need it most. 

In Lehigh, we partner with Meals on Wheels of the Greater Lehigh Valley. They can rely on  

the 22 resilient SPIN volunteers that follow all health and safety precautions, ensuring meals  

are delivered safely and with a smile. Relationships blossom while actively helping those 

around us!

Strong relationships

Making the  
impossible possible

Tony Smith, a high performing Lead DSP, goes above and beyond in his support of Ken. Ken 

isn’t only safe and supported; thanks to Tony, he is celebrated and included. Ken’s everyday 

life has blossomed as Tony supports him to be an active part of his community as a patron, 

collector, hobbyist, comic enthusiast, neighbor, volunteer, foodie, brother, uncle and soon 

an employee! Tony and Ken take on the world walking side by side, masked up and ready 

to engage with the city. Tony would not let a pandemic get in the way of Ken’s vision. With 

hobby shops closed, Tony and Ken were resourceful, finding household and dollar store 

materials. They upcycled items to build a train table that Mister Rogers would envy. Ken’s 

family cherishes Tony every chance they get; “He makes the impossible seem possible and 

gives our brother a great life”. We couldn’t agree more!

Strong support



Education is a  
Family Affair

When it came time for Chris Byard, a SPIN 2003 early childhood graduate to find a school 

for his three-year-old daughter, Skylar Fray, SPIN was the first choice. When asked why he 

chose SPIN, Chris said, “They have always been supportive to families and always nice and 

professional, in addition to providing a quality education.” Chris said that he is glad his 

daughter has the opportunity to experience SPIN as he did so many years ago, noting that 

SPIN provided foundational skills that helped him throughout his education as a Lincoln High 

School graduate.

Family involvement is a priority for Chris. “It’s the professionalism between parents and staff, 

and, especially Ms. Faye for the resources she provides. Families need to help families out;  

it’s what school should be about.” Chris is very grateful to SPIN for Skylar’s education. SPIN is  

so proud to have played a role in the education of two generations of this beautiful family!

Strong growth

Opening Doors to  
Employment

When Maria began her employment journey, she was also working on finding her voice and 

advocating for what was important to her. Together, Maria and her Employment Specialist, 

Karma, explored various career opportunities. Maria had her heart set on working in a bakery 

or an ice cream shop. Active in their community, Maria and her mother enjoy visits to their 

favorite local restaurant, Potts’ Doggie Shop. On one such visit, they learned that a new ice 

cream shop was opening next door. Hearing this, Maria and Karma went to work to make 

Maria’s dream of a job in an ice cream shop a reality. When the owner of the Koncrete 

Creamery met Maria, she hired her on the spot! Now, two years later, Maria is a valued  

and experienced team member. Maria continues to expand her tasks at work and her  

self-advocacy skills. Maria truly defines what it means to self-advocate! 

strong Advocate



 
It Takes A Village

It takes a village - and at SPIN, the Rivera family’s village is a large and mighty one.  

Since seeking SPIN’s early childhood and behavioral health services in 2016 for their young 

daughters, the Riveras have been overwhelmed by the support to grow, develop, heal, and 

thrive. Whether assisting and empowering the family with finding an educational lawyer, 

advocating for an appropriate school placement, connecting with housing, toys, food, or 

medication during the pandemic, or strengthening their emotional regulation and coping 

skills, SPIN has done it all! Ms. Rivera is so grateful to Melanie Sarachilli, Karen Smith, Ashleigh 

Bennett and Alexandra Ranieri-Deniken - just a few SPIN staff always there for her. She 

concludes with a smile, “The SPIN team never leaves me hanging. I always get a response or  

help that I need, and your team goes above and beyond.” We’re a mighty village, and  

we are so glad the Rivera family has joined ours! 

strong FAMILY

Resilience and Innovation  
Lead the WaY

None of us could have anticipated the changes that COVID-19 would bring. Our routines 

were disrupted, and our livelihoods were jeopardized as the pandemic impacted every 

aspect of our lives. With resilience and innovation, we worked together to overcome these 

challenges, and today we are better and stronger. We are so grateful to our Residential and 

Health Services teams for their incredible caring commitment to everyone’s health, safety, 

and wellbeing! 

Quentin’s nurse, Tara, used a people-first approach with an allergy test while assuring 

Quentin’s health and safety and increasing his self-determination, independence, and coping 

skills! Preparing a special Shrimp Scampi dietary recipe, with Quentin’s housemate and staff, 

they all then shared the delicious meal together. Tara’s support and care alleviated Quentin’s 

worries around trying new foods. This extra attention to detail is what makes the difference. 

Quentin’s committed supporters cheer him on to experience his best life every day!

stronger Together



SPIN Persevered, sustained, moved 
forward & achieved the  

following IN FISCAL YEAR 2021: Served

Children served 
4 Star EDUCATION
523 children served  
high quality early childhood  
educational services  
while achieving  
4 star status

Began a  
new job

Returning to  
furloughed  
jobs

PEOPLE continued  
IN employment services
206 people were served in Employment Services

FAMILY 
communication 
Satisfaction
97% of Residential families  
reported high satisfaction with  
communication about their  
family member

Satisfied

Virtual &  
direct modalities
All services except Residential, 
provided in both virtual and direct 
modalities for maximum safety

Employees Trained  
in health & safety
All employees were trained on  
SPIN’s Health & Safety Plan and  
importance of COVID-19 vaccinations

Quarterly Residential &  
CPS family TOWN HALLS
Family Town Halls for  
Residential and CPS Services

Employees attended
Racial Justice Town Halls

Autism Acceptance Month   
BHAS TOWN HALL

Held Behavioral Health and Autism Services  
Town Hall during Autism Acceptance Month

Thank  
you!

CAPITAL Grant
Received a capital grant of $840,000 for 
construction of our fourth Early Childhood Center

Donations

Virtual Fundraisers, appeals for  
COVID relief, and Annual Giving,  
resulted in over $305,000  
in donations

Invested in  
employee retention
Invested over $3.7 million  
in employee appreciation and  
retention through bonuses  
and premium pay

Employee 
Promotions
44 employees were promoted this  
year with SPIN’s investment in  
their development & their own 
investment in their careers 

Business intelligence 
Interactions
Transformed hundreds of management reports  
into graphical actionable intelligence to track trends,  
drive efficiency, optimize service quality, deliver cost  
and revenue improvement and transform services and 
outcomes.

LEADERSHIP  
PATHWAY  
PROGRAM 
graduates
24 SPIN employees 
graduated from the  
Leadership Pathway 
program with 15 promoted 
to Lead Direct Support 
Professionals 

Graduates

Promoted

Consecutive year 
top workplace
Named to Top Workplaces for 2021 –  
12th consecutive year

Employees trained
To mitigate unconscious bias

People received  
Community  
participation services
157 people received ongoing  
services in Community  
Participation Support Services



SPIN Recognition
Top Workplaces 2021

Philly.com, The Philadelphia  
Inquirer and Daily News 

SPIN was named a  
Top Workplace for the  

twelfth consecutive year

Points of  
Transformation 

Awards
The City of Philadelphia Department  

of Behavioral Health and  
Intellectual disAbility Services

Early Intervention Team Award -  
Lisa Garcia, Nancy Browning,  

Ivy Feajerman and Lauren Slawecki

Treatment Staff Award - Stacy Zalinski

Kathy Sykes “It’s All About  
Community” Award - Bob Lutts 

LifeSharing Award – Carita Reid

Cultural Arts Team Award -  
Alyssa Krisak and Capri Wagner

Employment Team Award -  
Employment Services Team

Environmental Award - Anthony Smith

Keystone STARS
Pennsylvania Office of Child  

Development and Early Learning
Awarded the highest quality  

ratings for our early childhood  
education programs

WE Are worth it Awards
Pennsylvania Advocacy and  

Resources for Autism and  
Intellectual Disability (PAR)

Frontline Supervisor -
Megan Deslatte

National Association 
for Dual Diagnosis 

(NADD) Accreditation
SPIN’s Behavioral Health Residential 

program was accredited for  
excellence in dual  

diagnosis treatment

evidence-based  
practice  

designations in  
spin’s behavioral  
health services

CBH has again redesignated  
SPIN in the areas of Applied Behavior 

Analysis (ABA) & Ecosystemic  
Structural Family Therapy (ESFT)

When we take the time to  
recognize a job well done,  

we promote a positive  
culture of productivity,  
performance excellence  

and engagement.

Statements of Financial Position
	 Year Ended	 Year Ended  
	 June 30, 2020	 June 30, 2019

Assets

	 Current assets we expect to use in one year	 $	 18,318,772	 $	 13,629,953

	 Net book value of property, building and equipment	 $	  20,361,367 	 $	 20,420,355

	 Total Assets Available	 $	 38,680,139	 $	 34,050,308

Liabilities and Net Assets

	 Obligations for the coming year	 $	 11,090,813	 $	 6,547,523

	 Obligations to pay through 2038	 $	 9,276,362	 $	 9,458,049

	 Total Obligations	 $	 20,367,175	 $	 16,005,572

Leaving Net Assets of

	U nrestricted	 $	 18,242,032	 $	 17,975,804

	 Permanently Restricted	 $	 70,932	 $	 68,932

	 Total Net Assets	 $	 18,312,964	 $	 18,044,736
	 Total Liabilities and Net Assets	 $	 38,680,139	 $	 34,050,308

Statements of Activity
	 Year Ended	 Year Ended  
	 June 30, 2020	 June 30, 2019

Revenues

	� Commonwealth of PA/Office of Developmental Programs	 $	 56,277,568	 $	 56,995,476

	 Special Education Pre-School Grants	 $	 4,318,844	 $	 2,328,388

	 Philadelphia Community Behavioral Health 	 $	 9,646,050	 $	 8,573,189

	 Head Start/Pre-K and Other Federal, State and Private Grants	 $	 4,282,521	 $	 4,564,222

	 Service Contracts and Other	 $	 2,414,522	 $	 2,537,840

	 Net Contributions	 $	 307,735	 $	 258,359

	 Total Revenues	 $	 77,247,240	 $	 75,257,474

Expenses	

	 Program Services	 $	 69,933,364	 $	 67,941,061

	 Administrative and Fundraising	 $	 7,045,648	 $	 6,585,060

	 Total Expenses	 $	 76,979,012	 $	 74,526,121

Change in Net Assets for the Year	 $	 268,228	 $	 731,353
	 Net Assets, Beginning of the Year	 $	 18,044,736	 $	 17,313,383
	 Net Assets, End of the Year 	 $	  18,312,964 	 $	 18,044,736
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$10,000-$24,999
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	� Wittenstein Charitable  

Foundation

Amy Wolpert
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	 Superior Restoration, LLC

RGC Services

Giving Partners 
7/1/20 - 6/30/21

Steamfitters Local Union 420

Stern & Cohen PC

Tozour Energy Systems

Walker Lodge No. 306
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Melissa Almodovar Castillo
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Joe Brunell 
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Lee Jaffee 
	 Tri-County Pediatrics Inc.

Kevin & Colleen Lynam
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Gregory Rossi 
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Giving Partners 
7/1/20 - 6/30/21

Thank you for your generous donations to SPIN.  
Your donations help provide the highest quality care and services to children and adults with autism and intellectual disability  

and early childhood education. With your help, we will continue to provide a Life of Possibilities for all.  
You truly make the difference for the SPIN community, and we are extremely grateful!



Giving Partners 
7/1/20 - 6/30/21
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Giving Partners 
7/1/20 - 6/30/21
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Giving Partners 
7/1/20 - 6/30/21
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Elissa Dotzman

Justin & Danielle Dotzman

Lance Dotzman & Ally Menzel

Jennifer Dragon

Rosemary Duffy

Michele Dwyer

Carol Ann Fabbi

Diane Fabbi

Bill Farmer

Mary Farrell

Cassandra Gilreath

Colleen Gorden

Greg & Megan Grant

Danielle & Matthew Green

Pat & Arnold Greenspon

Connor Hafner

Janice Harmon

Martha Harmon

Monica Harris

Mary Lou Haughney

Michael Haughney

Sharon Heileman

Natalie Hernandez

Jennifer Herring

Aimee Hoang

Margo Hoffmaster

Allison Hughes

Cara Hughes

Michael & Jennifer Hughes

Lio Hylia

Joanne Jackson

Kristen Jackson

Bonnie Kain

Cory Kallas

Rosemary & Joseph Karabinos

Elizabeth & Michael Kauffman

Patty Kennelly

Lidia Khachaturyan

Linda Koch

Scott Koerper

Margarita Kovalenko

Michele Krajewski

Michael Kraus

Noel Kress

Marina Kurtz

Anna LaLuzerne

Sandra Lederhandler

Mindy Lederhandler Lutts & 
Bob Lutts

Emily Litchendorf

Amee Long

James Lucini

Maureen Lynch Gladding

Seymour & Carol Mager

Dom Marsico

Rubylyn Martinez

Lindsay Matthews

Kristen McClafferty

Tina McCloskey

Patrick & Michelle McCormick

Francis McDonald

Christine McGowan

Kathleen Mcgurk

Kathy & Bob McHale

Shaun Mcphillips

Donielle Melendez

Frank Menna 
	 Trinity Asset Protection, Inc.

Carrie Metz

Erin Metzger

Margaret Michaels

Tracy Michalski

Christina Minikus

Courtney Mitchell

Joseph Murphy

Kathy & Terry Neumeister

Shannon Novinski

Jen O’Brien

Mark Olson

Cheryl ONeill

Donna Packard

Patricia Parisi

Lori Perks

Diane Peterman

Clare Pfeil

Elizabeth Pilacik

Yulia Portman

Melissa Prushan

Rosemary Radley

Vivian Ramirez

Kaitlyn Ramsey

Ekaterina Ransom

Debbie Raymond

Dan & Teresa Rennie

Marianne & James Roche

Colby Romano

Michele Rosenfelt

Amy Ruff

Jenine Ruiz

Debra Rutkowski

Jennifer Rutkowski

Marie Sabasino

Lauren Salera

Casey Santa

Edward Schaefer

Karen Schaller

Kathleen Schultz

Theresa Schultz

Robert Scott

Angela Shammo

Janet Sherrin

Ursula Siebeneich

Eric & Laura Silsby

Stuart & Karen Skinner

Donna Smith

Kelliann Smithers

Meg Spence

Janet Steimel

Kathy Sykes

Michael J. Szurpeta

Alice Taylor

Amanda Thornton

Zulaika Valcarcel-Santana

David & Patricia Valeno

Nicole Ventura

Susana Ward

Matthew Whipple

Beth Ann White

Jennifer Wible

Sara Wiley

Jen Williams

Gayle Wilt

Kristie Wilt

Jennifer Witmayer

Rita Yacovett

Sara Young

Ann Zagrapan

Donns Zagrapan

Mark Zinman

A Step Ahead Day Care

Aetna

Ironworkerś  Local Union  
No. 401

Tozour Energy Systems

…and many anonymous donors 
through Facebook 

In Kind Donations 

Athena Contracting 

DeMarco Restoration 

Kieran McKenna Flooring 

Sperduto Masonry & Concrete 

Dave Stokes, Electrician 

Students from MaST Charter 

Giving Partners 
7/1/20 - 6/30/21



SPIN EVENTS
Annual Membership Campaign

SPIN Live

Partners for Possibilities  
50th Anniversary Celebration

Golf Tournament

SPINGO - A Lehigh Bingo Bash

Stroll in the Play Park

Costume Dash 5K



THANK YOU

SPIN   •   10501 Drummond Road   •   Philadelphia, PA 19154
1-844-SPIN-CAN   •   spininc.org   •   facebook.com/SPINinc

People First • Professionalism • Performance Excellence • Productivity


